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Abstract:

Anthropologically induced climate change, caused by an increased concentration of greenhouse gases in
the atmosphere, is an emerging threat to human health. Consequences of climate change may affect the
prevalence of various diseases and environmental and social maladies that affect population health. In this
article, we reviewed the literature on climate change and health in the Eastern Mediterranean Region. This
region already faces numerous humanitarian crises, from conflicts to natural hazards and a high burden of
disease. Climate change is likely to aggravate these emergencies, necessitating a strengthening of health
systems and capacities in the region. However, the existing literature on climate change from the region is
sparse and informational gaps stand in the way of regional preparedness and adaptation. Further research
is needed to assess climatic changes and related health impacts in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.
Such knowledge will allow countries to identify preparedness vulnerabilities, evaluate capacity to adapt to
climate change, and develop adaptation strategies to allay the health impacts of climate change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10393-010-0330-1   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security,
Human Conflict/Displacement, Meteorological Factors, Precipitation, Sea Level Rise, Temperature

Air Pollution: Allergens, Dust, Ozone, Particulate Matter

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Security: Food Access/Distribution, Nutritional Quality

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

Author(s): Habib RR, Zein KE, Ghanawi J
Year: 2010

Journal: Ecohealth. 7 (2): 156-175
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 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa, Asia

African Region/Country: African Region

Other African Region: Eastern Mediterranean

Asian Region/Country: Other Asian Region

Other Asian Region: Eastern Mediterranean

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Cardiovascular Effect, Infectious Disease, Injury, Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect, Other Health
Impact

Cardiovascular Effect: Stroke

Infectious Disease: Airborne Disease, Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, General Infectious Disease,
Vectorborne Disease

Airborne Disease: Meningitis

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Cholera, Cryptosporidiosis, Schistosomiasis, Other Diarrheal
Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease (other): Intestinal parasitic infections; Blastocystosis;Trachoma

Vectorborne Disease: Fly-borne Disease, Mosquito-borne Disease

Fly-borne Disease: Leishmaniasis

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue, Malaria, Rift Valley Fever

Respiratory Effect: Asthma, Upper Respiratory Allergy, Other Respiratory Effect

Respiratory Condition (other) : Allergic rhinitis; Upper respiratory tract infection

Other Health Impact: Heatstroke; Dehydration; Hypothyroidism; Lymphatic filariasis;

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children

Other Vulnerable Population: Women

Resource Type:  
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format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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